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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A method of monitoring the operating status of a plurality of 
image processing devices located in a proximate environment, comprising 

sending wireless signals incorporating the operating status data for 
each of the image processing devices, 

receiving the wireless signals by at least one portable terminal, and 
presenting the status data of the image processing devices at the 
portable terminal in the form of either a general system status indication or 
a device status indication regarding a particular image processing device, in 
accordance with a predetermined presentation scheme. r 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein 

the predetermined presentation scheme prescribes presenting said 
general system status indication and automatically switching to said device 
status indication regarding a particular image processing device when a 
predetermined event occurs in that particular image processing device. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein 

the predetermined presentation scheme is based on a predetermined 
priority scheme for events occurring in the devices. 
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4. The method of claim 3, wherein 

the predetermined presentation scheme prescribes to always 
present a device status indication regarding a particular image processing 
device, when in that device an event having a high priority occurs. 

5. The method of claim 3, wherein 

the predetermined presentation scheme prescribes to conditionally 
present a device status indication regarding a particular image processing 
device, when in that device an event having a low priority occurs, 

said conditional presentation meaning, that said device status 
indication is only presented when the portable terminal is within a 
predetermined distance from the particular image processing device. 

6. The method of claim 4, wherein 

an event impeding operation of a device has a high priority. 

7. The method of claim 5, wherein 

an event hampering normal operation of a device, but not requiring 
immediate attention, has a low priority. 
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8. The method of claim 1, including 

providing operating elements on the portable terminal for enabling to 
select either the general system status indication or the device status 
indication regarding a particular image processing device. 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein 

r 

the general system status and the device status information is 
presented on the portable terminal in one of at least two operator- selectable 
presentation levels, including a first, global, level and a second, detailed, 
level. 

10. The method of claim 9, wherein 

each of said presentation levels has an associated presentation format. 

11. The method of claim 10, wherein 

the presentation format associated with the first presentation level 
includes simple graphical symbols. 

12. The method of claim 4, wherein 

the presentation of device status indication in connection with an event 
having a high priority includes an audible and/ or vibrational alarm. 
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13. The method of claim 2, wherein 

the portable terminal, when it presents a device status indication 
regarding a particular image processing device in connection with an event 
having a high or middle priority, prompts an operator for a response, 
including at least an acknowledgement and a command to postpone that 
particular status presentation to a predetermined later time. 

14. The method of claim 2, including 

displaying, upon request of an operator, through operating means on 
the portable terminal and in connection with an event having high or middle 
priority, service guidance information on the display of the portable 
terminal. 

15. A system for monitoring the operating status of a plurality of 
image processing devices located in a proximate environment, which 
comprises 

a plurality of image processing devices, 

at least one transmitter connected to said plurality of image processing 
devices, said transmitter being provided with means for sending wireless 
signals incorporating the operating status data for each of said image 
processing devices and } 

a portable terminal provided with a receiver for receiving said wireless 
signals, said portable terminal being provided with display means and with 
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a presentation module for presenting on the display means said status data 
for each of the image processing devices in the form of either a general 
system status indication or a device status indication regarding a particular 
image processing device, in accordance with a predetermined presentation 
scheme. 

16. A system according to claim 15, further comprising 

a server connected to said plurality of image processing devices for 
collecting said operating status data and passing said operating status data 
to said at least one transmitter. 

17. The system according to claim 15, wherein 

each of said image processing devices is provided with a transmitter for 
sending wireless signals incorporating image processing device status data 
and 

said portable terminal is provided with means for collecting the status 
data for all of the image processing devices. 

18. The system according to claim 15, wherein each of the image 
processing devices and said portable terminal are connected to a wireless 
network. 
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19. The system according to claim 15, wherein the signals are RF or 
IR signals. 

20. The system according to claim 15, wherein 

the predetermined presentation scheme prescribes presenting said 
general system status indication and automatically switching to said device 
status indication regarding a particular image processing device when a 
predetermined event occurs in that particular image processing device. 

21. The system according to claim 20, wherein 

the predetermined presentation scheme is based on a predetermined 
priority scheme for events occurring in the devices. 

22. The system according to claim 21, wherein 

the predetermined presentation scheme prescribes to always present a 
device status indication regarding a particular image processing device, 
when in that device an event having a high priority occurs. 

23. The system according to claim 21, further including 

a distance- sensing module for determining the distance between the 
portable terminal and at least one of the image processing devices, wherein 

the presentation module is adapted to conditionally display a device 
status indication regarding a particular image processing device, when in 



31 Attorney Docket No. 0142-0434P 

MDEN/0230 



that device an event hampering normal operation of a device, but not 
requiring immediate attention, occurs, 

said conditional display meaning, that the device status indication is 
only displayed when the portable terminal is within a predetermined 
distance from the particular image processing device. 

24. The system according to claim 15, wherein 

an event impeding operation of a device has a high priority. 

25. The system according to claim 15, wherein 

an event hampering normal operation of a device, but not requiring 
immediate attention, has a low priority. 

26. The system according to claim 15, wherein 

the portable terminal is provided with selection means for selecting 
either the general system status indication or a particular device status 
indication, and wherein 

the presentation module is connected to the selection means for 
presenting on the display of the portable terminal the selected status 
indication. 
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27. The system according to claim 26, wherein 
the selection means of the portable terminal include: 

- a movable operating element, 

- a selection display module for at least partially displaying an array of 
display objects representing the total system and the individual devices and 
for displaying a marker, on the display of the terminal, 

said array being movable along said marker or vice versa, 
wherein 

the movement of the array or marker is substantially coinciding with 
the movement of the movable operating element and 

the movable operating element is so located that it perceptually at least 
partially overlaps with the display such that the array or the marker appears 
to be part of the operating element. 

28. The system according to claim 27, wherein 

the movable operating element is a rotary ring and said array is circular 
or at least arc shaped. 

29. The system according to claim 15, wherein 

the presentation module is adapted to display the status information on 
the display of the portable terminal in one of at least two operator- selectable 
presentation levels, including a first, global, level and a second, detailed, 
level, each of said presentation levels having an associated presentation 
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format. 

30. The system according to claim 15, wherein 

the portable terminal is provided with means for generating an audible 
and/ or vibrational alarm. 

31. A portable terminal according to claim 15. 



